uninseiiegnseans: alivirausiunsvasinenigldanniimd Tandil3iame"
(A World Adrift 2040) Strategic Analysis: Thailand's Security Landscape and
the Royal Thai Armed Forces under the "A World Adrift" 2040 Scenario

UNANUIBINTG

na.0.0. 3. L3 LavgUNIINg

ACM Poomijai Leksuntarakorn, Ph.D.

andusguseraumansuazulouinans sy anninendesdn

Institute of Public Administration and Public Policy, Rangsit University

idenmgsugvsmaniuazanusiung qudfnugnsmans aaduimmstesiulsa

Academic Consultant on Strategy and Security, Strategic Studies Center, National Defence Studies Institute

poomijai2d@yahoo.com

poomjai.l@rsu.ac.th

UNANED

unAuIvINsatuiliiingussasdiiedinseigdviruanudunveslsenelnenasnis

CY 6

USuivesnesinlneg nmeldainiiad TaniilsfAanie (A World Adrift) 91151897u Global Trends

'
a =

2040 Tasan1u1anseausisnAanizewini dearenmsyuuszninasemnadilszdou nalanyaia
goule waztiulumenisuiadureswndiug namsfinwinuil adnvimidinannsenuseaiiesnn
voandmaeifeny Tuoandedd Tannuideunesvesrrunfuwnunansvesendeu Jyvituiidn
Tunziaduld uagdnganinensluguninles Ussmalnedsdududesuiunssuuimigulous 'n1s
ﬂmﬁ’umwm?{su%ﬁﬂ" (Proactive Strategic Hedging) TuvaugtAgaiu nasinlnuneandyiudie
AnAuLuUNaNkaIunelateadAnnIuUsEnaaInanasdiaug el Wiluganudndulunis
Wamdssuiumalladvigasiunn msuftRnssunansdii (MDO) mstafuaianusiunamg
lwued nmsysannsmamziasiiu asva. uaznsldnsyadionms iesisaliTanadseloviuas

asUlnevrasRlun1IzIngs

AdAsy: Qivirdauiuag, lanfiliienig, newinlne, SAnAULUUHALNENY, gNsAEnTAIIY

'
tY

U

Abstract

This academic article aims to analyze Thailand's security landscape and the strategic
adaptation of the Royal Thai Armed Forces (RTARF) under the "A World Adrift" scenario
projected in the US National Intelligence Council's Global Trends 2040 report. This scenario
depicts a chaotic international system with weakened multilateral mechanisms and intensified
great power competition. The analysis reveals that such a scenario significantly impacts

Southeast Asian stability, evident in the fading of ASEAN Centrality, grey-zone tactics in the
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South China Sea, and resource crises in the Mekong Sub-Region. Consequently, Thailand must
shift its paradigm toward "Proactive Strategic Hedging." Simultaneously, the RTARF faces hybrid
threats constrained by budget limitations due to an aging society. This necessitates
modernization through force multipliers, Multi-Domain Operations (MDO), enhanced cyber
security, maritime integration via the Thai Maritime Enforcement Command Center (THAI-
MECC), and active defense diplomacy to safeguard national interests and sovereignty amidst

global uncertainty.

Keywords: Security Landscape, A World Adrift, Royal Thai Armed Forces, Hybrid Threats,
Security Strategy
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